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Public Hearing – March 14, 2022 

Environment Committee 

  

Testimony Submitted by Commissioner Katie S. Dykes 

  

Raised H.B.  No. 5297 – An Act Concerning the Multiplicity of Affecting Facilities In 

Certain Census Block Groups in the State 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony on House Bill 5297 – An Act Concerning the 

Multiplicity of Affecting Facilities In Certain Census Block Groups in the State. This bill would 

create a consultative process between the Connecticut Equity and Environmental Justice Council 

(CEEJAC) and the Commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

(DEEP) to develop recommendations to revise section 22a-20a of the Connecticut General 

Statutes (CGS) to prevent further multiplicity of affecting facilities in certain low-income census 

block groups and distressed municipality communities. Under the proposal, DEEP and CEEJAC 

would be required to develop and submit the report by January 1, 2023.  For the committee’s 

reference, environmental justice communities are currently defined in CGS 22a-20a as distressed 

municipalities as defined by the Department of Economic and Community Development and 

United States census block groups for which 30% of the population lives below 200% of the 

federal poverty level. 

 

DEEP supports this bill. The Lamont Administration is committed to advancing environmental 

justice (EJ) as a key part of DEEP’s mission. In December of 2021 Governor Lamont signed 

Executive Order 21-3 (EO 21-3) a central component of EO 21-3 was to establish an Equity and 

Environmental Justice Advisory Council (CEEJAC) within DEEP. The CEEJAC will establish a 

forum for advocates and residents of EJ communities to provide input on DEEP’s efforts, and the 

creation of the CEEJAC has the strategic purpose of ensuring that all residents enjoy the same 

degree of protection from environmental risks and health hazards and equal access to 

environmental decision-making.  The first meeting of the CEEJAC will be held at the end of 

March 2022.  DEEP believes that the development and consideration of revisions to 22a-20a will 

be within the scope of the CEEJAC’s work, and that the CEEJAC will provide an effective 

forum to ensure concepts for strengthening the State’s environmental justice law can be 

developed and considered in a manner that consults and engages environmental justice 

communities. 

 

DEEP’s Office of Environmental Justice which was established in 1993 has been active in policy 

making and regulatory activities to decrease barriers and expand public participation to integrate 

EJ concerns in agency decision-making.  Most recently, this office has been working on several 

important activities that will help advance the legislative intent of this bill. For example, the 

GC3’s Equity and Environmental Justice Working Group recommended developing an EJ 

mapping tool to identify communities with the greatest environmental justice burdens to help to 

inform policy decisions at the state and local levels. DEEP is advancing the development of this 

tool will also help to inform proposed improvements to the State’s environmental justice law, by 

helping to assess pollution burdens, health disparities, and populations vulnerable to the effects 

of climate change.  We expect that this tool will be invaluable in helping to identify the 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-21-3.pdf


 

geographic concentration of affecting facilities, advancing the proposed bill’s purpose and will 

lead to improved environmental justice outcomes in our state.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal. Should you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact Harrison Nantz at Harrison.Nantz@ct.gov.   
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